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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Burgess 
(2004/0031846). 

Regarding claim 1 . Burgess teaches a method for collecting mailpiece 
identification and tracking information (abstract, figure 1), said method including the 
steps of: 

providing a database for storing mailpiece data (see DATABASE item 12 figure 

1); 

storing a mailpiece identification code in said database (see PlanetID stored in 
database 12 figure 1), wherein said mailpiece identification code is associated with a 
mailpiece prior to being delivered to a postal authority for distribution thereof (see figure 
1 wherein DATABASE item 12 stores mailpiece identification code "Planet ID" and 
another mailpiece identification code "UserlD" before it is scanned at USPS mail 
processing machines 16 figure 1); 
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storing at least another mailpiece identification information other than said 
identification code in said database and associating it with said mailpiece's identification 
code stored in said database (see figure 1 wherein DATABASE item 12 stores 
mailpiece identification code "Planet ID" and another mailpiece identification code 
"UserlD"); ; and 

storing mailpiece tracking details as compiled by a postal authority during 
processing of said mailpiece in said database and in association with it's stored 
mailpiece identification code and another mailpiece identification information (see figure 
1 wherein when mailpiece image is scanned via USPS mail processing machines 16 
and forwarded to DATABASE 12 so additional information from USPS mail processing 
machines may be stored in DATABASE item 12 — paragraphs 0003 - 0007, 0010 - 
0016). 

Regarding claim 2. Burgess teaches a method as recited in claim 1 wherein the 
mailpiece identification code and another mailpiece identification information are stored 
simultaneously in said database (see figure 1 wherein USPS item 10 creates Unique 
PlanetID to be stored with another mailpiece data (i.e. UserlD) in DATABASE 12 prior to 
it being printed on the mail piece by the mailer 1 3 figure 1). 

Regarding claim 3. Burgess teaches a method as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
mailpiece identification code is a PLANET CODE (see PlanetID located in DATABASE 
12 figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 4. Burgess teaches a method as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
database (item 12) is remote from a postal authority database (see USPS item 10 figure 
1 linked to remote DATABASE 12 via Internet 11) implemented for compiling mailpiece 
tracking details. 

Regarding claim 5. Burgess teaches a method as recited in claim 1 , wherein said 
stored mailpiece identification and tracking information is accessible to a user via the 
internet (see Postal Agency LAN or Internet 18 figure 1 used to provide mailers with 
mailpiece tracking data, paragraph 0003 also reveals mailers can query mailpiece 
databases via Internet as well) . 

Regarding claim 6. Burgess teaches a method as recited in claim 1 , wherein said 
database (see DATABASE located remotely via Internet link 1 1 from the mailpiece 
generating device 10 figure 1 which generates the PlanetlD (i.e. mailpiece identification 
code)) is remote from and in communication with a mailpiece generating device for 
receiving said mailpiece identification code. 

Regarding claim 7. Burgess teaches a method as recited in claim 6, wherein said 
database is remote from and in communication with said postal authority for receiving 
said mailpiece tracking details (see figure 1 wherein DATABASE 12 is remote from and 
in communication with Postal Agency LAN 18 for receiving mailpiece tracking details 
from USPS mail processing machines 16). 
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Conclusion 



2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry W. Taylor, telephone number (571) 272-7509, who 
is available Monday-Thursday, 6:30am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, William Trost, can be reached at (571) 272-7872. The central facsimile 
phone number for this group is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group 2600 receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2600, the 2600 Customer Service telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 

Centralized Delivery Policy: For patent related correspondence, hand carry 
deliveries must be made to the Customer Service Window (now located at the Randolph 
Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314), and facsimile transmissions must 
be sent to the central fax number (571-273-8300). 



Barry W. Taylor 
Art Unit 2617 
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